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father?''    The  blessed man said again, 'Do not,

my son, do not hide it from me.   It is not from

vain curiosity that I require this of you, but for

your own good/    Alcuin saw that he could not

keep it secret, and he told, humbly, how he had

seen the whole world.    Then the father said to

him, ; See; my son, see that thou tellest not this

vision to any but that one whom after my decease

thou shalt hold to be the most faithful to thy

person.    And charge him to keep it secret up to

the time of thy death.'    Acting on this counsel,

he told it only to Sigulf1 during his lifetime.    If

any one desires to know how the whole world could

be seen in one enclosure, he may turn to the book

of Dialogues of the holy Gregory2;  and in the

meantime he may know that it was not the heaven

and the earth that were contracted into a small

space, but the mind of the seer that was dilated,

so that when rapt in the Lord he could without

difficulty  see   everything that was   under   God.

Perhaps some one inquiring further may ask why

under this figure of an enclosure, or why surrounded

by blood? ,   He  may know  that  the   Blood  of

Christ. surrounds the fold of the holy Church, so

that  from  the rising of the sun to the setting

thereof those who are redeemed by His Passion

can say the words which, without doubt, dominated

the mind of Albin when he read before the master:

6 O give thanks -tfnto the Lord, for He is gracious,

1  Sigulf? as we have seen, told the writer the facts of
Alcuin's life which he recorded,

2  Dial. ii. 35.    Benedict there narrates that he saw the
whole world collected into one ray of the sun, in which the
soul of Germanus, bishop of Capua, ascended to the heavens.